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• 	 Provide intercity travel capacity to supplement critically overused 
interstate highways and commercial airports. 

• 	 Meet future intercity travel demand that will be unmet by present 
transportation systems and increase capacity for intercity mobility. 

• 	 Maximize intermodal transportation opportunities by locating stations to 
connect with local transit systems, airports, and highways. 

• 	 Improve the intercity travel experience for Californians by providing 
comfortable, safe, frequent, and reliable high-speed travel. 

• 	 Provide a sustainable reduction in travel time between major urban 
centers. 

• 	 Increase the efficiency of the intercity transportation system. 
• 	 Maximize the use of existing transportation corridors and rights-of-way 

to the extent feasible. 
• 	 Develop a practical and economically viable transportation system that 

can be implemented in phases by 2020 and generate revenues in excess 
of operations and maintenance costs. 

• 	 Provide intercity travel in a manner sensitive to and protective of the 
region's natural and agricultural resources and reduce emissions and 
vehicle miles t raveled for intercity trips. 

A description of the statewide and regional project need is contained in the 
enclosed document. 

Should you have comments, please provide them to us no later than 
October 28, 2011. If there are no comments, please provide the Authority 
and the FRA written agreement of your Checkpoint A concurrence. Any 
questions regarding this submittal, please contact Bryan Porter at (916) 384­
9522 or via email at porter@pbworld.com. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Dan Leavitt 
Deputy Director 

Enclosure: San Jose to Merced Chapter 1, Purpose & Need 

cc: 	 David Valenstein and Melissa DuMond, FRA 
Connell Dunning, EPA 
Veronica Chan, Los Angeles District, USACE 
Ann Koby and Gary Kennerley, CHSRA PMT 

mailto:porter@pbworld.com
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Note: The San Jose to Merced Section and the Statewide System are described in Chapter 1, Purpose and Need, of the Draft EIR/EIS. 

Figure 1 

HST System in California 



Note: The San Jose to Merced alternatives are described in Chapter 2, Alternatives, of the Draft EIR/EIS. 



CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN PROJECT EIR/EIS 
SAN JOSE TO MERCED SECTION 

1.0 PROJECT PURPOSE, NEED, AND OBJECTIVES 

1.0 Project Purpose, Need, and Objectives 

1.1 Introduction 

The High-Speed Train System: The California High-Speed Rail Authority (Authority) proposes to 
construct, operate, and maintain an electric-powered high-speed train (HST) system in California. When 
completed, the nearly 800-mile train system would provide new passenger rail service to more than 90% 
of the state's population. More than 200 weekday trains would serve the statewide intercity travel 
market.1 The HST would be capable of up to 220-mile-per-hour (mph) operating speeds, with state-of­
the-art safety, signaling, and automated train control systems. The HST system would connect and serve 
the major metropolitan areas of California, extending from San Francisco and Sacramento in the north to 
San Diego in the south (see Figure 1-1). 

Following programmatic environmental review, the Authority and the Federal Railroad Administration 
(FRA) approved the HST system for intercity travel in California and selected corridors for project-level 
studies. Building a system of such magnitude, complexity, and cost is impractical to. implement as a 
singular project. The Authority divided the HST system into nine project sections allowing phased system 
implementation. This approach is consistent with provisions of Proposition lA, the Safe, Reliable, 
High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act, adopted by California voters in November 2008. 

The San Jose to Merced HST Project: The San Jose to Merced HST Project section would extend 
approximately 125 miles, starting at the Diridon train station in San Jose, where it would connect with the 
San Franci~co to San Jose HST Project section. The planned HST line would run south of Gilroy and then 
east through the mountainous Pacheco Pass to Chowchilla, where it would connect with the Merced to 
Fresno HST Project section. Stations are proposed in San Jose, Gilroy, and Merced. 

The HST Environmental Review Process: The Authority and FRA prepared a Statewide Program 
Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement (Statewide Program EIR/EIS) evaluating 
the HST's ability to meet the existing and future capacity demands on California's intercity transportation 
system. The Authority and the FRA completed a Final Statewide Program EIR/EIS in August 2005 as the 
first phase of a t iered environmental review process (Tier 1) for t he proposed California HST System. The 
Authority and the FRA completed a second program EIR/EIS in July 2008 to identify a preferred 
alignment for the Bay Area to Central Valley Section. The San Francisco Bay Area (Bay Area) to Central 
Valley HST Program EIR/EIS resulted in a decision by the Authority and FRA to connect the Bay Area and 
the Central Valley through the Pacheco Pass and to proceed along the Caltrain rail right-of-way from San 
Francisco to San Jose. In August 2008, the Town of Atherton and others challenged the adequacy of the 
Bay Area to Central Valley Program EIR for its compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). The final judgment in the case upheld the Program EIR in many respects, but required additional 
work in some areas to comply with CEQA. The Authority circulated a Revised Draft Program EIR with the 
necessary information in March and April 2010, prepared responses to comments, then circulated a 
Revised Final Program EIR in September 2010 and made a new decision selecting the Pacheco Pass 
Network Alternative servicing San Francisco via San Jose as the preferred alternative for further project­
level environmental review. 

1 "Intercity rail passenger transportation" is defined at 49 U.S.C. 24102(4) as " rail passenger transportation except commuter rail 
passenger transportation." An intercity passenger rail service consists of a group of one or more scheduled trains (roundtrips) that 
provide intercity passenger rail transportation between bona fide travel markets (not constrained by state or jurisdictional 
boundaries), generally with similar quality and level-of-service specifications, within a common (but not necessarily exclusive or 
identical) set of identifiable geographic markets. Similarly, "commuter rail passenger transportation" is defined at 49 U.S.C. 
24102(3) as "short-haul rail passenger transportation in metropolitan and suburban areas usually having reduced fare, multiple ride, 
and commuter tickets and morning and evening peak period operations." 
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